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Allergy and Environmental Health Association - Ottawa Branch - P.O. Box 33023, Nepean, Ontario K2C 3¥9 


Ms Mary Lewis, 
Office of the Ontario Minister of Health, 
Queen's Park, Toronto, Ontario. 


Dear Ms Lewis, 


As you will know, many persons with environmental sensitivities have experienced profound abuse as a result of 
physicians’ attitudes. Severally disabled persons have been denied pensions. People have been unable to get cooperation 
necessary to avoid disabling, sometimes humiliating reactions because of attitudes. Families have been encouraged to be 
sceptical, resulting in economic, social, and psychological damages to persons affected. Psych patients (and others) whose 
problems are caused by sensitivities are being subjected to atrocities in provincial facilities by provincially funded and 
provincially regulated professionals. There have been several suicides. 


I recently attended a conference which provided a model for dealing with abuse,and I wonder if you would discuss the 
possibility of organizing a similar conference to help our members heal from its effects. 


The model is provided by Keykawin (Cree for "Healing”). Keykaywin was a week-long reunion of St Ann's 
Residential School survivors in Fort Albany last August. Unlike some others who have been concemed about abuse, the 
concern at Keykaywin was not retribution. It was not for attacking those who allowed the abuse to continue. It was not 
even for the non-native's concept of "justice". The purpose of Keykawin was to help survivors heal from the effects of 
abuse which have a continuing effect in people's lives and, as you will also know, in the present health of First Nation 
communities. 


The desire and commitment was to heal people and communities. 


As we videotaped the proceedings, ] was priviledged to listen. The quiet determination of Chief Ed Metatawabin in 
steering his comunity towards healing was one of the most powerfully moving experiences of my life. I was struck by the 
balance the organizers had put forward, being careful to point out those elements of the school that had been helpful, and to 
listen respectfully to those in the community who appreciated the school. 


The coproducer on the project is a survivor himself, While editing some thirty hours of videotape, we discussed 
abuse, and the necessity of acknowledgement and forgiveness to understanding and healing. At first this notion seemed 
outlandish, but as I came to understand that most abusers are survivors themselves, it became more clear. 


The community did not hide from or bury the truth. Acknowledgement and honesty are critical to healing. What was 
astonishing to me was the group's determination to eventually come to an understanding of their abusers, the kind of 
understanding and forgiveness that are only possible as the survivor reaches a certain degree of healing 


Many of us who have been abused feel trapped by behaviours symptomatic of what we have been through. As in First 
Nations communities and community members, we and those close to us continue to experience the effects of our having 
been abused. Would you assist our persuit of a conference based on the Keykaywin model? Our friends, our communities, 
and our souls would benefit greatly. 


Sincerely, 


Chris Brown - Ottawa Branch President 
(705) 658-4649 (temporary) 

(705) 658-4556 (wk) 

(705) 658-4846 (fax) 


